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Tﬁe Super-Secre+ Clﬂ,; NI ?
- it is not often that the Seniats indulges {n sich - i
heaithy debate over a Presidential appointment as it ‘ %

Jid in the case of John A. McCone, dhvecbor of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

When there is dontroversy gver .4 President' g
choiee for high government post, it usually §s political;
Not in this case. All 12 of the votes against confirming
the McCone appointment were cast by Democrats, and
some of those were based on extraneous pessons. . "

Our impression of Mr. McCone’s abilities is de-'" -
~idedly favorable, So the Senate’s declsion to appmve
. him seems to us correct.

But we were éspecially impressw by the argument
made by the chief dissenter, Sen. Eugene MgCarthy of .-
Minnesota: That the CIA, under the present system,;’
is under practically no surveillance at ali by Congress.”

4% we understood him, the Senator wasd not necs:
essarily opposed to the M§Cone appointment. He was
opposed to any man hollling that job. without the':
Senate having a more cofplete. knowledge of his des§
tailed vlews on national policy-—so long as. Oungress,
or at Jeast a responsible committee;of Eongress d R
not have a constant review of tha: Qﬁatmer in ‘whic R
the CIA is operating, and’ how well {t !,s.;carrymg out"; SR

CLA ‘has been described as #écor .oﬂy}a-
the President in_power and importange. Yet it opw'
erates In aimost c‘omplete secrecy—not only ft'om the

pro; that the C}A tlmcﬁon in ot
qoldﬂsh bowl, but what, & McCarthy, among qthers,’
proposes is a joint comﬁﬂttee of Congress to keep taba'
on the agency, as similar commitiees do in other areas. !

. Gur Intelligence, gathered and, evalulited by the;! -’
ClA, is the basis for much of our forélgn policy. or'ts
should be. It is the basis for military deeisions. Or:
should be.. Congress has.a heavy duty in those areas, |

Conzress ought to know what's going ony. ®. ., -
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